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Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve.

AGM and New Committee 2016—2017
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Thanks to all our members who attended this year’s AGM, where we
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On Thursday May 4, The Lord
Lieutenant of Merseyside,
Dame Lorna Muirhead DBE paid
a visit to Hoylake and West
Kirby.
With her husband and a small
entourage she visited several
parks and open spaces.
They did not actually go out to
Hilbre but they did have a
chat with FoH Secretary,
Christine Longworth, Membership Secretary, Barbara Burton
and Chairman, Allen Burton
about the work of the Friends.

Left to right: Ranger, Matt Thomas:
FoH Secretary, Christine Longworth:
Councillor Gerry Ellis: Lord Lieutenant,
Dame Lorna Muirhead DBE and her
husband, Ronald.
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Notes from our Chairman
As this year rapidly slips into the past, I feel it may be a good time to reflect on what the
Friends are getting up to. We are working through our planned programme of events. There has
been a Mid-week Task Day each month, which has involved a lot of tidying up around the Island.
The job of keeping the area looking its best for visitors seems to be never ending.
The Open Days/Seal Watching events have continued to
attract a high level of public interest. We invite visitors to
make a contribution to our funds on these occasions and we
find people are usually quite generous. This year, for the
first time we have been selling refreshments on Open Days.
This has been well received by the public and has brought in
some welcome cash— at the last open day we raised a total
of £255.75, so thank you to all who lent a hand.
Our Weekend Task Days this year have all taken place over low tide, which has never been the
case before. The work has followed the pattern of the “Midweekers” with lots of tidying and
weed control. We have painted the toilets to freshen them up and hope to get some more
painting done before the season ends.
Matt the Ranger has run 2 Sunset Walks from West Kirby to Hilbre and has one more planned
for Friday, 19th August at 6:00p.m. There is a small charge for these and booking is essential, via
Wirral Country Park, 0151 648 4371. He raised a total of £137 for FoH on one of his recent
Sunset Walks, and he appreciates it when members of FoH go along to assist.
On 2nd May there was another rock fall, this time on Middle Eye. It required a bit of engineering
to make it safe as one rather large rock ended up delicately balanced on the top of the pile. The
Council duly despatched a brand new, shiny red JCB to do the job – its first time out of the
Depot.
The Chairman represented the Friends on Tuesday, June 14 th
when two judges from The Green Flag Awards organisation
came to Hilbre. Matt the Ranger and his line manager,
Christine Smyth were there to show the judges around and
answer their questions. The outcome was that Hilbre was
again awarded a Green Flag, which can be seen flying in one
of the paddocks on the right as you walk along the southnorth path.
As we go to print, as it were, there is an archaeological dig taking place on the Island. Committee
member, Christine Longworth, Roy Forshaw and new FoH member Professor Rob Philpott put in a
bid to DONG, the company building a lot of the new wind turbines in the Estuary, for the funds
to finance some excavation work on Hilbre. The application was successful and after a lot of
planning and organising, the dig is now well under way. We will give you
an update on the outcome.
We have had another successful application for funding. A local
organisation called 'Your Wirral'has granted us some money to buy
some benches for Hilbre. These have been ordered and we hope to
have them in place before the end of the summer. Some of the older
benches are starting to fall apart.
The Committee recently agreed to fund the renovation or replacement
of two wrought iron gates on the Island. It is hoped that this project
too will be complete before the onset of autumn.
This year the rock sea lavender has been outstanding. This one
emerges from the rock on the right as you begin the slight ascent on to
the south end.
Allen Burton
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Hilbre’s Time Ladder
Looking through our archives, we found this time ladder of Hilbre’s history; we are not sure who wrote it and
therefore cannot be certain about its accuracy, but we thought you would find it interesting.
2016+ Future of Hilbre?
2001 The Friends of Hilbre formed.
2000s

1900s

1800s

1974 Hilbre now owned by Wirral Borough Council.
1945 Hilbre bought by Hoylake Urban District Council.
1940s World War 2. Starfish decoy built.
1938-9 Telegraph Station and Lifeboat Station closed.
1900s Yachting important in River Dee.
1880 Trinity House buoy depot moved to Wales.
1860 Electric cable telegraph installed.
1850s Hilbre bought by Liverpool Dock Trust (Mersey Docks and Harbour Board) from
Chester Cathedral; houses rebuilt as Telegraph house & Trinity Cottage, which still stand.
1841 Present Telegraph Station Lookout built.
1827 First semaphore Telegraph Station built by Liverpool Dock Trust.
1790s – 1820s Joseph Hickson ran a public house on Hilbre.
1690s- c 1710 Salt boiling works operating on Hilbre.

1700s
1690

1600s

1500s

Battle of the Boyne; soldiers shipped from Wirral to Ireland camped on Hilbre, at Leasowe
etc.
1660 Stanley family reinstated as Tenants of Hilbre.
1640’s- 1660s Civil War; Stanleys (Royalists) replaced by Breretons (Paliamentarians) as
tenants.
1538 Reformation of the church in progress by King Henry VIII; Hilbre monks taken back to
Chester Abbey, which became Chester Cathedral in 1541. Hilbre leased to local families
e.g. Stanley of Hooton.

1400s

2 monks of Chester resident on Hilbre during the Middle Ages to collect taxes in West
Kirby, catch fish in the Dee & off North Wales and care for St Mary’s Chapel on the island.

1300s

1200s
1100s

1230s Earl of Chester gave 10 shillings a year for a lamp in St Mary’s Chapel, Hilbre. The 10
shillings continued to be paid as “Ancient Alms”. The Rector of West Kirby allowed to hold
one service a year in the Monk’s Chapel, on 15th August Hilbre placed in the parish of St
Oswald, Chester.
1140 Chester Abbey took over Hilbre and West Kirby from St Evroult’s Abbey, paying a residual
rent of 30 shillings a year.
1081- c 1140 Hilbre belonged to St Evroult’s Abbey.
1090
1080

1000s
Prior to
1000

Chester Abbey formed from a Saxon collegiate church, both dedicated to St Werburgh.
Hilbre and West Kirby given to St Evrault’s Abbey, when Abbot Manniere made a bid for
funding from the Earl of Chester, Hugh Lupus and the local Baron, Robert of Rhyddlan.
1070 North of England under Norman rule, local Earl of Chester was a relative of King William.
1066 Norman Conquest of England by William I.
Before 1066 Saxon Earls of Mercia – no records of Hilbre.
No records of Hilbre
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Ranger’s Report – June 2016
Summer is in full swing. Swallows are nesting in the Telegraph Station and in Fog Cottage. There
has been a large influx of Painted Lady butterflies into the country and
many have found their way to Hilbre. The Thrift was spectacular again
and there are plenty of Rock Sea Lavender plants about to flower.

www.ukbutterflies.co.uk

Work continues on the island. Plans are being made for a local
contractor to make sympathetic repairs to the roof of the Slate Shed
so it can be used safely as a wet weather shelter for visitors to the
island who don’t have access to the Day Room.

The roof of the Buoymaster’s House has suffered some damage
and is set to be re-slated as is part of the Telegraph Station.
The repainted toilets look grand and the weeded courtyard looks
smart and well cared for. The redundant fencing by the tower
has been removed and will be taken from the island with the
rubbish generated by the work to the Slate Shed.
Green Flag judging approaches fast but we are prepared. Two
excellent task days, to support the regular sterling work of
volunteers, have got the island looking good for inspection. Keep
fingers crossed (please note that we are pleased to confirm that
we have been awarded green flag status).

Future tasks will include grass cutting and strimming and the replacement of a couple of tired
looking gates.
Matt Thomas

Tasks on Hilbre Island:
There is still plenty of time to join us on one of our tasks on Hilbre; we always welcome new
volunteers. For insurance purposes, all participants have to be members of FOH and children are
not able to take part in the tasks . To ensure your safety, please walk out to Hilbre using the
route outlined in the information stand by the slip-way West Kirby. Please also check the tide
times. The islands have high cliff edges and there are slippery rocks on the shores, so please
always take care and consider your safety at all times.
For your comfort, bring enough snacks and drinks for your visit. Waterproofs and suitable
footwear are essential—wellies are always useful. For some of the tasks gardening gloves and
kneeling pads can protect your hands and knees.
Above all, enjoy the fresh sea air, the beautiful scenery around you and the good company of
friends.

Final Reminder for

Renewal of Membership
This is the last newsletter you
will receive if you have not yet
renewed your membership to
Friends of Hilbre.
We do value your support and if you have forgotten
to renew you membership this year, please contact
the Membership Secretary—details on page 1. Or
renew your membership next time you come on a
task.

Do you have any memories, or stories
about Hilbre Island? We would love
to hear from you.
Please send your
contributions for the newsletter to:
The Editor FoH Newsletter,
26 Woodside Road , Irby. CH61 4UL.
Or e-mail to nickynor16@sky.com
(Please name file ‘ FoH Article’)

