Number 53: February 2016

Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve.
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A New Season of Events
In this, the first Newsletter of 2016, it seems appropriate to
relaunch the Committee's appeal for more volunteers on our Task
Days and Open Days. This year, for the first time, all of our task
days, mid-week and weekend tasks are over low tide. This means more
freedom to come and go. Working over high tide entails a stay of 5
hours or more on the Island. This does not suit everyone. The
advantage of low tide days is that you can choose how long you want
to stay.
For those members who have indicated that they would be willing to
staff the Telegraph Station on Open Days, you can join us on any of
the scheduled dates when you can see and learn what is involved. It
is not difficult and the public are always very appreciative.
Seal Watching does involve giving a short introductory talk to get you
started. It's all good fun. The public always seem to enjoy meeting
members and using our telescope to view the seals.
We will be engaging in two new activities this year. Firstly on Sunday,
March 20th, the Friends will be offering
refreshments to the visitors. Nothing complicated,
hot and cold drinks and wrapped snacks, biscuits and
the like. Any assistance would be greatly
appreciated.
The Open Day on Sunday, May 29th will be a part of
the Wirral Walking Festival. Friends will be joining
visitors to accompany them around the Island – a
meet and greet operation. This will need more
volunteers than normal so if you feel you can contribute please let me
know. The Seal Watchers will be there as well, of course. Don't be
bashful, it would be really nice to meet more of our
supporters and you don't need to be an expert. Just
come along, join in and have some fun. Contact
details on Page 1 of this Newsletter.
Allen Burton - Chairman
FOH activities include:
Maintenance of historic buildings: Stone-walling and pointing: Fencing:
Informing the public about Hilbre: Seal watching: Litter picking:
Removing invasive plant species: Fundraising: and many more:
So do come along, make new friends and enjoy yourself!
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A Word from the Ranger…
A wet and windy winter is rumbling on but work continues on the
Island. The recent focus has been on the pond in the Wildlife
Garden next to the Bird Observatory. Unfortunately the invasive
pond weed Crassula helmsii has found its way into the pond. This
is an aggressive weed that outcompetes our native plants and
takes over, eventually strangling the pond.
The removal of this weed is essential for the future of this pond
and the long process to achieve this was started by mid-week
task volunteers in December. A thick liner was placed over the
pond to starve the weed of light to weaken it. A small escape
chute was created for any aquatic life such as frogs to escape to
safety.
On the FoH task in January the pond was drained and any wildlife made safe before the
exposed pond weed was treated with herbicide. The pond was then re-covered and will be left
for the chemical to take effect on the Crassula. Once the offending pond weed is dead it will be
rolled up in its liner and removed for burning. The pond will then be relined and refilled.
It sounds drastic but this method is the one
recommended by DEFRA and has been successful in
other areas. On a happier note it is time to select
some suitable dates for the Sunset Walk season, this
I will do over the next couple of weeks. I hope to see
some of you on these very enjoyable walks.
Matt Thomas,
Ranger for West Kirby,
Hoylake and Meols.

Hello Seal Watchers
A very happy New Year to you all !
I hope you all enjoy the articles, volunteer pictures and group reports in your newsletters. I'm
now resetting the group list so would be grateful if you could confirm your continued interest in
seal watching by emailing me at ...................... or texting/calling ………………….. before March 20th.
Seal watch dates for 2016 are included in this
newsletter; please save with the contact details for
future reference. There's an initial training day for
new members and those who were interested but
couldn't come along last year.
If you can commit to any dates at this early stage it
would be a rota bonus. If you can't commit but think
you'd like to be involved at some point this year, please
reply and I will keep you on our contact list.
We're very much looking forward to the new season
and would love to have you along.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grey_seal
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Erosion on Hilbre
There has been another rock fall on the Island
recently. This is a view I took on Sunday, January
24th. At some time between the end of the day on
Wednesday January 20th and the middle of Saturday
the 23rd a significant chunk of sandstone fell from
the cliff at the south end.
It has covered the width of the track onto the
Island. Those vehicles which are permitted to do so
can still get by on the seaward side, but only just.
As far as is known there was nobody passing at the
time. It may still be dangerous as the fall has left
an overhang close to the path.
Of course, there is constant erosion of Hilbre's soft stone but this is probably the biggest
single instance since the late eighties. It underlines the relative fragility of Hilbre's structure
and makes one think about how we value this gem in the Dee Estuary .
Allen Burton, Chairman

Seal Watch Statistics
The chart below demonstrates how the Seal Watch Group (SWG) provides an much welcome
resource for the general public. Over the year 910 members of the public visited Hilbre and had
the opportunity of looking through the telescope, or the binoculars at the Grey Seals.
As well as helping Hilbre visitors, the SWG raised a total of £316.13 for the Friends of Hilbre.
In May as many as 400 seals were seen on the sand bank! Unfortunately in June, the numbers
were drastically reduced from 200 down to 12, because the majority had been frightened away
by people from moored pleasure craft, who were playing football on the sandbank!
This underlines the important role of the SWG in educating people about the Grey Seals and the
importance of preserving an appropriate and safe habitat for them to thrive in.
Mnth

Vols

Vol hrs

Mar

7

39.0

50

£37.00

Visitors
81

Apr

2

13.0

80

£72.30

149

May

5

30.0

400

£32.50

130

Jun

4

18.5

From 200
down to 12 *

£30.30

160

Jul

3

10.5

70

£40.56

84

Aug

3

15.0

250

£68.21

137

Dead common seal pup off Little Eye

Sep

9

36.0

150

£31.76

143

Cocklers on adj. bank.
Porpoise

Oct

3

12.0

72

£3.50

26

36

174.0

1272

£316.13

910

Total

Seal nos

Donations

Notes
Mothers day
Scouts St George’s Day walk to Hilbre

*Pleasure craft displaced seals because
of football & dog on bank:
Dead grey seal on Hilbre
Pleasure craft displaced seals.
Festival of Firsts

Cocklers on adjacent bank.
Porpoise
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Mr Ross’s Memories: ‘Free Enterprises’
He’s at it again. We don’t pluralise ‘enterprise’ we all know that!
Really, I suppose this is not a “Hilbre” tale. Oh, yes, Hilbre Island was there, lurking in the
background, but my tale is about a curious incident, that will, if nobody record it, vanish into the
rose-tinted mist we call history!
It was a lovely, sunny, calm Sunday. I had about eight DUKWs out, en route for the Dee Estuary
via the north-west shore of the Wirral Peninsula. We’d got over the embankment at “our” slipway
close to the Derby Pool, and were, I think, trying to practice various formations (designed, so we
were told, to reduce our movements from the air view. Yes, I agree, a total load of cobblers!).
We were coming up toward Dove Point, in line abreast, when I noticed a string of sailing dinghies
apparently aground, off Hoylake. A few still had their mainsails out and, with my binoculars, I
could see they were “Enterprise” class sailing dinghies, a class favoured by the Hoylake Yacht
Club. What breeze there had been earlier, had totally died away. I didn’t take much notice, but
suddenly the inshore DUKW stopped, then restarting, came toward me, in the Command DUKW,
flashing his lights and evidently with some sort of information to impart. He pulled alongside me
and the following conversation ensued.
“Sir, they’re all marooned, the wind died out on them, and they're all over the shop!”
Well, they weren't in any danger, apart from irate wives trying to serve Sunday
dinner. It was going to be a long wait got them, sitting until the tide made again!
I signalled the rest of the DUKS to close up and we went inshore to see what the
score was. There were 11 Enterprises spread out over about 1/2 mile. They had no
safety motor boat with them, none had oars, mostly only a single bladed paddle, and
there they were stuck.
A small group came over to me. “Anyone in Authority here ?” I asked. “Commodore, or Chairman,
or something?” An older and well-spoken gentleman introduced himself. “I think, Sir, that I am
able to speak with the Club’s authority”. “Well” I said, “We get your Enterprises right up to the
promenade but I must have your word, before witnesses, that 543 Coy, is in no way responsible
for any damage or injury, however caused?”
That proved acceptable, and while my lads got the tilts off the DUKS, the dinghy crews were
getting their masts and sails inboard. I had my massive 2 l/c, Big Bobbie, and my CSM Platt,
another real heavyweight with me, and with strict instructions that all orders came from the
CSM, we managed to get 2 dinghies ‘crossways’ on the first DUKW, and secured. We repeated
this time and again, and we finally formed a long convoy and headed inshore where
quite a crowd had gathered. As far as I can recall, the owners went for their
trailers , and we got the whole lot unloaded.
The ‘Authority’ had vanished, but reappeared and gave me a £10 note, telling me
to buy the lads a drink, and to accept his personal and the Clubs’ official thanks.
We didn’t hang about, we got the DUKWs put back to rights, fenders, ropes etc,
tilts back in place, had a hot meal and set off back toward Wallasey. ‘HOT MEAL?
HOT MEAL? Yes, never underestimate an amphibian driver. The exhaust manifold
comes up vertically alongside the co-driver’s seat. Each exhaust had a forest of
home-made wire trays, baskets and hooks. Cans of boiling water, tins of baked
beans, or macaroni cheese were all there, ready to open and eat!

Competition Result
Sadly no-one responded to our challenge in the last newsletter to send in a poem
or a piece of short prose about Hilbre! I am sure many of you have happy
memories about Hilbre and we would really love to hear from you.
If you would like to make any contributions to the newsletter (however small)
please send them to …………………………………………………….

