
 

Competition: (entries from all ages welcome) 

Please see the beautiful poem on page 4 by Lisa Brown. Inspired 
by this poem, we are challenging FoH members to submit their 
own original poems, or short prose, to be published in this 
newsletter.  

The winner will receive £10 and the runner up 
will have free membership for FoH for one 
year. Please send your entries to ‘The Editor, 
FoH, c/o 26, Woodside Road, Irby. Ch61 4UL.   
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Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help 
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve. 

Number 52: December 2015 

Season’s Greetings to All our Members 
We wish you all the best for the Yuletide 
period and a very Happy New Year.  

With the long dark nights and the cold  
weather, it is a time to sit together around 
the fire and reflect on what we have done 
over the past year. 

The articles in this newsletter reflect just 
some of the activities that we have carried out. We thank all our 
members for their contribution to what we have achieved during 
2015. For 2016, we are already planning what our tasks and 
events will be, and these will be published in the next  
newsletter.  

If you haven't already come to one of our events, perhaps one of 
your new year resolutions will be to join  the Seal Watch group, 
to attend a work task on the Island, or to take part in one of our 
informational events– what ever you choose, we will be happy to 
meet you.! 
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Seal Watch Report 2015: 

Hello seal watchers 

First of all ‘thank you’ to the 15 individual volunteers who 
have come out this season, including 10 new trained 
watchers -  a big welcome to you.  There was a short 
induction on almost every watch as new members joined us 
and we set up an email group contact list to remind people 
of dates, times etc. 

I'm really happy that our group is so welcoming and 
confident in talking to the public. We’ve generally been 
lucky with the weather, only twice having to pack up the 
telescope before it blew off the cliff. 

We had a total of 910 visitors this season who donated 
over £300, plus a further amount from Ranger Matt’s 
organised sunset walks (thanks Matt). 

The largest groups we met were Scouts, Brownies and charity dog walks.  It was lovely to 
see the children so interested and excited by the seals.  We were loaned a set of sturdy 
high magnification binoculars which were a real boon as we could halve the queue time 
and set them and the telescope at a different heights. 

One cause for concern was the big drop in seal numbers on the bank over the summer 
months due to pleasure craft mooring up and displacing them during the resting/low 
water period.  In one afternoon numbers dropped from 200+ to a scant dozen.. 

Our concern is that while seals are robust, they need to rest and feed in order to build 
blubber in preparation for the breeding season in autumn when mature seals stop feeding 
for between 3-6 weeks.  In addition, nearly all mature females on the bank are pregnant 
for most of the year and will lose further weight while lactating and feeding their pups 
with the fat-rich milk needed for their survival.  The mortality rate for pups is high at 
around 25-50%.  Disturbing hauled out adult seals forces them to use energy when they 
need to fatten up. 

We placed a volunteer with binoculars at the old lifeboat station so the public could still 
spot the seals swimming. 

There have also been several porpoise spotted over the last two months. 

I quite understand that some FoH members couldn’t make it over this season – some for 
health reasons and we wish you a speedy recovery and hope to see you next year. 

                                                                                                                   

  

NB: I’m resetting the group list, so when all member subs are 
cleared  next year please opt into the group.  We’d love to have 
you along –  I believe we now the luxury of enough regular 
stalwarts to work a rota based on how much time you can 
comfortably commit to . 



PAGE 3 THE FRIENDS OF HILBRE NUMBER 52: DECEMBER 

The Buoy Master's Workshop 

The Buoy Master’s workshop is one of the Victorian buildings on 
Hilbre.   The job of the Buoy Master was to maintain the buoys 
which marked the safe passage for ships sailing into Liverpool Bay.   
He would sail out to inspect the condition of each one and when 
necessary bring them back to his workshop 
for repair. 

The doors of the Workshop had 
deteriorated to the point where they really needed replacing.   The 
lintel above was also in a poor state.   Over the last couple of years 
the Council has carried out the necessary work : first replacing the 
rotting old lintel with a big oak beam then, more recently, replacing 
the old rotting doors. 

The photographs show 3 stages of this process.  At the time of writing, I don't know the 
date of the old picture but I would guess it to be 19th century as most 
of the stone buildings we see today date from the 1840's.  I took the 
second shot in June 2009.  It shows the condition of the door s and the 
lintel at that time.   Finally you can get a good impression of the way 
they look today. 

All the stone buildings on the Island are Grade 2 Listed which means 
that when changes are made to them care must be taken to maintain 
the original character.  I hope that these pictures show that this has 
been achieved, at least superficially. 
                                                             Allen Burton  

Stage 1 

Stage 2 

Stage 3 

Ranger’s Report 
I am looking forward to spending more time on the island 
now that the transition from Wirral Country Park to my new 
post of West Kirby, Hoylake and Meols Ranger has taken 
place. 

2015 mid week tasks have continued to be successful with a 
variety of jobs completed and others in progress. The path 
across Middle Eye is now being well used and has been easy 
to maintain. The paddock has been cut with the mini tractor 
for a second time. Huge improvements have been made to the Buoymaster’s Workshop with 
lots of rubbish removed. We will continue to keep the island looking as cared for as  
possible!  

Works to the outside of the Buoymaster’s Stores have now been completed by  
contractors. 

Dates for 2016 tasks have now been selected. The Sunset Walks went really well despite 
the best efforts of the British weather! They proved very popular with both local people 

and those visiting the Wirral for their holidays. A poster at the caravan site 
at Thurstaston and in the Tourist Information office in Woodside might be an 
idea for future walks. 

In the new year we can look at more dates for summer 2016. There are also 
more opportunities for guided walks and events that can raise money for the 
Friends. Walks with a history or nature themes that we charge for should be a 
success.                                                                                   Matt Thomas 
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Hilbre Island: A poem by Lisa Brown  
 
(has been adapted and set to music by Tom Lockett (Kirk Owls) 
 
   Hilbre Island 
    Won’t you take my hand 
    And lead me to that special place 
    That lies across the sand 

    As the sun sets low across the Dee 
    I feel its warm glow shine on me 
    I realize how happy I can be 
    To have my own Dee Estuary 

      
  

      A simple earth, deep with love 
     Touched with the hand of the sky above 
     A floating sanctuary in front of my town 
     Feeling its beauty, how could I feel down? 

     Outlines of people on a pilgrimage 
     I can’t help but feel this privilege 
     Is this what happiness is all about? 
     

     As my children play and shout, 
    Watching the sunset over the island. 

    Sunrise, sunset 
    Tide rise, tide fall, 
    Sunrise, sunset 
    Tide rise, tide fall, 
    Watching the sunset over the island. 

 
      

 

     Hilbre Island 
     Won’t you hold my hand, 
     And take me to that special place 
     That lies across the sand 

     Adventure, excitement and the warmth that flows 
     My own three islands that only my heart knows 

 
     

   Oh how she dedicated her life to prayer 
    St Hildeburgh knew how to care 
    I catch a glimpse of myself in the mirror of her,  
    My three small islands have to compare 

    Hilbre Island 
    Won’t you take my hand, 
    And lead me to that special place 
    That lies across the sand. 


