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Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve.
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Seal Watch Report
Hello seal watchers.
Thank you to those who've
responded to my monthly
group emails, and
especially to those who have
attended training and reliably
helped to staff open days, or
offered to stand by.
We've had a great time in
hail and shine. The telescope
has earned it's stripes with hundreds of people using it, and we also
have loan of a fantastic set of high-magnification binoculars, which
halves queueing time for the public and can be fixed at a lower height
for children.
There were over 200 seals on the bank at the last watch. Over the
summer there have been occasions when the seals were displaced by
leisure craft, but as more swam close to the island a volunteer was
positioned on the slipway to spot them with the public using our small
binoculars.

Contacts:
Tides: Wirral Country
Park: 0151 648 4371

There are still two open days to go this season, and I would love to see
anyone who registered an interest but hasn't been able to make it over
yet. I've extended training to all open days to accommodate members,
so it's never too late to start.
It's not necessary to be an expert.
Members who register an interest in seal
watching undergo a short training session
learning about the seals and how to use set
up the telescope.
No one is expected to attend every month,
but the group does require some
commitment. Despite a long group list we
have been overstretched and could really
use a few more active members who are
definitely able to help staff sessions
regularly.
Continued on page 3
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Mr. Ross's Memories: The Phantom Anchor of West Hoyle -
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Part 2

The following Sunday we returned, 8 DUKWS, one with an 'A-frame' fitted and when the
tide served, made our way on to the West Hoyle. Checking our bearings carefully we
found – NO ANCHOR! We piddled around, dug a few shallow trenches, re-checked our
bearings and finally gave up, ABSOLUTELY FLABBERGASTED.
We returned again the following weekend. We had a stowaway, one of the boys had a pal
with a metal detector! It didn't look much of a thing, but it picked up a pre-buried can
of baked beans on the foreshore.
We got out to the West Hoyle, with not a lot of time to spare. We carefully re-checked
the bearings (no sign of the anchor) and marked off a 20 ft. square. The metal detector
remained silent. We doubled the size of the search area, but no dice. Finally we were
driven off by the incoming tide, and we decided to call the whole thing off. No more to
say really, I've never seen a sign of it since. End of story really, BUT ….Long pause, very
long pause, a 43-year pause, then................
The Clan Ross motto is “SPEM SUCCESSSUS ALIT” Hope Inspires Success.
In 2001, my Wife and I went to an open day at the
Chetwynd Drill Hall. It wasn't much of a do, but we met
old mates, and that's always good! A very smart
gentleman, came up to us. “Hello Sir, remember me?” “Yes” I replied, after a few
seconds thought “Sergeant Torrance, you were a permanent Staff Instructor and a good
one too”. He was the best we ever had! “Nothing wrong with your memory, Sir!”
Somehow the conversation got on to the phantom anchor. “Never seen since” I told him,
“We've even got a photo of it taken by big Bobby, “Sunk back into the sand, I suppose”.
He stood thinking for a minute, then, in what seemed a total change of subject, he asked
me if I remembered Corporal Bannerman, a “regular” R.E.M.E. fitter. I had to think
pretty hard, but finally, “Yes, a tall thin bloke, always seemed to have a cold”. “That's
him Sir, don't think he was really fit, but he was a good mechanic, was he the fitter on
duty the time you saw the anchor?” Truly, I could not remember.
“Well Sir, Bannerman was as cunning as a sackful of monkeys! I just may be that he told
some of the other regulars what was afoot, and they decided to mount
an unofficial visit to the West Hoyle and went out with 3 DUKWS, one
with an 'A-frame' fitted, plus a load of snatch blocks, chains, heavy
duty rope and so on. They found the anchor fluke, rigged up all sorts of
tackle (Bannerman was clever at this kind of thing) got it out. Took it
to a scrap dealer on the Docks and flogged it! Can't exactly say that
was it, but, well.......... “ “Work tickets” I said, “authorisation, all the
other minor requirements?”
“No bother Sir, the Adjutant was thick. “Thick” was his nickname. They probably got
clearance from C.S.M. Atkins (the CSM of the other “General Transport” Company at
Chetwynd) and off they went. O.K. Sir? Couldn't swear to it, but well, there was a little
bit of very quiet talk about it”.
So, that is, as far as I can say, the end of the story. But ….....any
FoH member, or sailing club member have other knowledge?
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Obituary: Val Burnett 1943—2015
The committee is sad to inform you of the death of one of our
founder members. Val helped in 2001 in the setting up of the
group and had been a Committee Member since then. There
could not be a more committed and hard-working member of the
group.
She launched the Mobile Information Unit (MIU), building up the
team who helped her to run it. She even made a lot of the
merchandise which is sold there to raise funds.
With the former Ranger Dave, she organized the first Seal
Watch Training Sessions, which still take place today. She set up
the FOH website, with the help of Richard Smith and always made sure that up to date
information was available about Hilbre, including the newsletters, to ensure that Hilbre
and our work reached a wider audience. Her contribution to the general running of FoH
by the Committee was always thoughtful and constructive.
FoH was only one of many groups to which she gave
unstintingly her time and energy. The extent of her
knowledge of history, particularly local history, was
impressive.
Val was always passionate about the Hilbre and in informing
and educating the public about the Island habitats and their
fauna and flora. Her talents and dedication will be missed by
all who know her.

Seal watch continued…..
Interacting with the public on the lovely Hilbre is fun and a personally rewarding
experience, and the donations received make a substantial contribution to our funds - I
do hope you will join us. If you would like to join the group, or be removed from the
group list, please contact me at ………………….
Chairman’s note:
As most of you will know, FoH holds Seal Watching events once a month from March
through to October. This is an event which receives a lot of public attention and
approval. It is one of the principle ways in which The Friends come into contact with the
public. Many make a donation to the Friends, which makes a substantial contribution to
our funds. Many are surprised to learn that there are seals there, some have taken
them to be rocks until they are enlightened!
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Green Flag Award
One pleasant but short task carried out by
some of The Friends of Hilbre during a
recent 2 Day Task on the Island, was to
raise the new Green flag for the current
year.
The team did a lot of weeding around the
Bouymaster’s Complex and the bracken took
quite a bashing in the eastern garden of the
2 storey building.
We were lucky enough to be present at the
first sighting this year of the Hummingbird
Hawk Moth (macroglossum stellatarum) on
the valerian growing on the eastern cliff top. We also completed the construction of
some very sturdy staging to store some specimens of geological interest.

The Hummingbird Hawk-Moth

(Macroglossum stellatarum) from Wikipedia

This is a species of Sphingidae. Its long proboscis and its hovering behaviour,
accompanied by an audible humming noise, make it look remarkably like a hummingbird
while feeding on flowers. It should not be confused with the moths called hummingbird
moths in North America, genus Hemaris, members of the same family and with similar
appearance and behavior. They are often called “bee moths” in
Europe.
The resemblance to hummingbirds is an example of
convergent evolution. It flies during the day, especially in
bright sunshine, but also at dusk,[1] dawn, and even in the rain,
which is unusual for even diurnal hawkmoths.[2] Its visual
abilities have been much studied, and it has been shown to
have a relatively good ability to learn
colours.[3]
Hummingbird hawk-moths can be easily
seen in gardens, parks, meadows,
bushes, and woodland edge, where the
preferred food plants grow
(honeysuckle, red valerian and many
others). Their larvae usually feed on
bedstraws or madders (Rubia) but have
been recorded on other Rubiaceae and
Centranthus, Stellaria, and Epilobium.[2]
"Macroglossum stellatarum
MHNT" by Didier Descouens Own work. Licensed under CC
BY-SA 4.0 via Wikimedia
Commons - https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Macroglossum_stellataru
m_MHNT.jpg#/media/
File:Macroglossum_stellataru
m_MHNT.jpg

"IC Macroglossum stellatarum1 NR"
by IronChris - Wikipedia. See other
versions. Licensed under CC BY-SA
3.0 via Wikimedia Commons https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:IC_Macroglossum_stellatarum1_
NR.jpg#/media/
File:IC_Macroglossum_stellatarum1_
NR.jpg

Adults are particularly fond of nectar-rich flowers with a long and
narrow calyx, since they can then take advantage of their long
proboscis and avoid competition from other insects. Examples of
such plants include Centranthus, Jasminum, Buddleia, Nicotiana,
Primula, Viola, Syringa, Verbena, Echium, Phlox, and Stachys.[2]
They are reported to trap-line, that is, to return to the same
flower beds at about the same time each day.

