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Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve.

Green Flag Award Hilbre Island 2018:
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Tides: Wirral Country
Park: 0151 648 4371




(Information available to the general public e.g. route to the
Island and emergency contact numbers).
Healthy, safe and secure.
Well maintained and clean.
Environmental management;
Biodiversity, landscape and Heritage.
(From the telegraph station to basking seals, from Migrating
Birds to beautiful Butterflies, this is an exceptional
conservation area, and with the discovery of a new algae on the
rocks it is changing and adapting to new conditions). (Hilbre is an
SSSI, SPA, SAC and Ramstar site, so it is a special place and
has to be managed with care. There is a Nature Conservation
Aim of 12 targets)
Community Involvement.
(e.g Friends of Hilbre, Hilbre Bird observatory and visitors);
Marketing and communication
(leaflets, notice boards etc.);
Management of the site.

Additional comments from the Assessor were:“I have assessed this site before and since my last visit there has
been great improvements to the buildings, the toilet block, and in the
shelter, it is hoped to provide another information notice board and
interpretation Board (Flora and Fauna) in the shelter. The number of
sea and small birds you can observe in such a small area is
tremendous, no wonder it is a magnet for ornithologist, university’s
and members of the public.
The History of the island could be overpowering to a visitor for the
first time and every effort is being made to bring it back to the
public notice
This is a remarkable, wonderful site and it does deserve the
Green Flag”.
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Task Report 15th & 16th June:

Pictures by Karin Evans

There were 11 volunteers at the
meeting place on Saturday 16th
June. The weather got off to an
unpromising start, but got
better and better through the
day. Spirits were high and
everyone was eager to crack on
with the various tasks which
Matt had suggested for us:
bracken pulling, painting, litter
picking, oiling the benches,
weeding, walling. He obviously
didn't like the idea of us sitting
around drinking tea!

Bracken pulling is hard work as it is a tough plant. Bending over and pulling up as much of the
stem as possible needs a good back and tough working gloves. If you try to pull the stems without
gloves, you get a nasty cut from the strong, stringy fibre of the stem. However, it is satisfying
to look back and see the area that you have just finished. The aim is to limit this extremely
invasive plant, not to eliminate it completely, because it provides some cover for the birds.
However, it does demand lots of persistence, it is a constant war of attrition just to keep some
control. If the bracken is not cleared on a regular basis, it will take over and kill some of the
other native plants e.g the heather.

The ‘Bracken pullers soon had to divest
when the day warmed up.

FoH volunteers Allen and Alan paint
the outside of the day room.

It is quite a while since we did
any painting on the Island, but we have made a good start this year. The big double doors on the
Buoymaster’s Store had been oiled on a previous tasks, so for this one, we used up the rest of
our supply of Danish Oil on the benches which we made last year. We also broke out the white
paint and began to freshen up the Day Room and Fog Cottage.
At the end of the day the team enjoyed a BBQ and retired for a well earned rest.
Sunday was more or less a repeat of the day before, however work
stopped at about 11:30 in the morning because Andrea, a member of
both FoH and Hilbre Island Bird Observatory (HiBO) had spotted 5
fledgling swallows perched on the outer door of the Telegraph
Station, obviously plucking up the courage to take their first flight
into the wider world. This was an opportunity not to be missed, so
it was down tools and wait - fortunately not for very long. After a
short delay and a few wobbly moments, first one and then all five
were up and away. .
Then, all too soon, it was time to go home, but we all agreed that we
had a very enjoyable and productive time on Hilbre. Allen Burton

Picture by Andrea Sawiak
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Ranger’s Report:
Green Flag was retained, many thanks for all the hard work by FoH, that
helped to win the award again.
As Hilbre bakes in the heatwave, work still continues. Repairs are due to the
toilet door and guttering.
Unfortunately, we had a break-in to the two-storey Buoymaster’s House.
A fire extinguisher was let off and some spindles to the staircase were
kicked out. I have repaired the lock, although it may not last too long.
The island is very busy due to the weather, extra trips to clean the toilets and tidy litter have
been required. Behind the scenes work continues on the virtual tour. All images have now been
collected and will now be processed and combined into the virtual walkaround computer
programme (see note below).
Work will start in earnest on the information boards, to be purchased with the funds form the
Dong Energy grant.
The first sunset walk was a great success and I look forward to the next one on
24th August. FoH members are more than welcome to attend.
Matt Thomas
Note:
Matt and his father, both expert photographers and all-round ‘techies’, are putting together this
tour of the Island and inside some of the buildings. It will enable people to have a ‘tour around
Hilbre’ without leaving home!
Allen Burton

Open Days:
The Open Days when we sell refreshments and set
up the telescope in order to view the seals, are
becoming very popular with the public. They are
most generous with their donations at our Seal
Watching event. They always welcome the chance
to sit and enjoy hot and cold drinks and we
continue to raise much needed funds (at the last
Open Day we made £306.35). It’s very rewarding
being able to inter-act with so many people.
It’s quite a task organising the Refreshment Stall
- buying the goods, controlling the stock, making
sure there are enough people to help and I would
welcome a few more enthusiastic volunteers.
Instead of me contacting individuals, I would
appreciate it if interested people would contact
me in advance if they wish to help.
Thank you. Barbara
Tel no. 0151 648 7115
Mob. 07870 390584
barbburton0816@gmail.com

Cartoon kindly contributed by Marco Muller

The remaining scheduled dates are as follows: August 19th, September 22nd, October 21st
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Winner of 2018 Art Competition:

Seal Disturbances:

We are delighted to announce the winner of the 2018 Art
Competition — Phil Mulvaney, with his picture entitled
'Hilbre Sojourn'

We continue to have
concerns about the effect
of disturbances on the
welfare of the seals.
If you witness any
incidents of disturbances
to the seals can you please
report this to the
Newletter Editor (contact
details in blue box below).
Please include as much
detail as possible e.g date,
time, what was the
disturbance, pictures (if
possible) and the
effect on the
seals (e.g. most of
the seals left the
bank), duration of
disturbance (if known).

Membership Renewal 2018/19
If you haven’t already renewed your membership for 2018/19
you can still do so by sending your remittance to B. Burton,
FoH. 8, Oaklea Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 3US. This does NOT
apply to members who joined since last September’. (They are
covered until May 2019)
Single Membership

£7.00

Concessions

£5.00

2 Adults at same address

£12.00

Life (per person)

£50:00

Gift Aid forms are available.
However if you don’t wish to renew, we thank you for your past
support.
Barbara Burton

P.S. if you do not renew, this will be your last newsletter.

E-Newsletter—Default:

Picture by Vilja Gatrell

Please send any
contributions for the
newsletter to:

By default, all members with an e-mail address, will receive all
future Newsletters electronically. The advantages of this are
the you get a much better quality of Newsletter in colour and it
will save money and time which can be redirected toward
projects on Hilbre (e.g. printing and postage costs and time
taken to deliver the Newsletter).

The Editor FoH Newsletter,
26 Woodside Road,
Irby. CH61 4UL.

Anyone without an e-mail address will continue to receive a
paper copy of the newsletter. If you would prefer to continue to
have a paper copy, please phone Barbara on 0151 648 7115.

(Please name file ‘ FoH Article’)

Or e-mail to
nickynor16@sky.com

