
 

Please support us by attending the AGM, if you are able.  It is an 
opportunity to see and hear what we have achieved over the past year 
and to meet like-minded people. You also have the opportunity to raise 
your ideas and suggestions for the coming year and we will answer any 
questions as best we can.  

We will be voting to elect our FoH committee members for 2018/19. 
If you would like to nominate any FoH members to join the committee, 
or if you would like to add any  items to the AGM agenda, please 
contact Allen Burton (0151 648 7115) by 30th April 2018.                                                   

A raffle will be held to raise funds and light refreshments will be 
provided. Non-members are welcome and will be charged £3.00.  
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Contacts: 

Membership Secretary:  
0151 648 7115 

Volunteers for Hilbre 
Tasks: 
0151 648 7115 

Volunteers for Seal 
Watch: (temporary)  
0151 632 5889 or email 
juneat42@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor: 
nickynor16@sky.com  

Friends of Hilbre: 
thefriendsofhilbre 
@hotmail.co.uk 

Tides: Wirral Country 
Park: 0151 648 4371 

Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help 
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve. 

Attachments: 
FoH Accounts & AGM 
Agenda 

Number 62: April 2018 

  Friends of Hilbre  

Annual General Meeting 
 

Tuesday, 8th May 2018  
at 7:30 pm  

in the  
URC Hall, West Kirby, Meols Drive. 

 
Guest Speaker: Matt Thomas, Ranger  

 
Hilbre: Inspiration Island. 

Adventures with my camera and friends on a  
tidal island in the Dee Estuary. 

2018 Weekend Tasks: 

We have a really good turnout for the  mid week tasks, 
but the weekend tasks are not so well attended. Most of 
the tasks are over a low tide, so you can come for as 
short or long a time as you want. So please come and join 
us at the weekends; plenty of fresh sea breeze, beautiful 
surroundings and friendly volunteers. 



 

A Museum on Hilbre: 

For some time now, probably as long as he has been in post, Matt the Ranger has had the idea of 
creating a museum on Hibre to display some of the interesting old items gathered mainly in what 
was the Buoy Master's Workshop.  Before anything else could be done the place needed an 
enormous amount of cleaning.  There was an accumulation of dust and mess from the re-roofing 
which took place a few years ago.  It took several days work by groups of volunteers over quite a 
long time to make the place acceptable. 

At the time of writing this process is almost complete.   
Recently, a start was made to identify and catalogue the 
items.  Many of the objects had been labelled by Vicky 
Seager, a past Ranger. Two of our present members, 
Christine Longworth and Roy Forshaw (see right), who are 
experts in the field and are highly qualified to do so, have 
been sorting, photographing and numbering the various 
objects.   The work is painstaking and cannot be hurried.  
This is going to be an ongoing process, however, it is planned 
to have the display open for the Seal Watch/Open Day on 

Saturday, May 26th. 

This will add to the interest for visitors to the Island.   There is 
also going to be greater demands on Friends to staff the Museum.   
The Seal Watch Team and the volunteers staffing the 
Refreshments Stall are always busy.   At the same time the Old 
telegraph Station has to be staffed.    

It will not be necessary to have the skills and knowledge which 
Christine and Roy share but we need to have 2 or 3 Friends to 
meet and greet – and keep an eye on things.   So if you would like 
to help, all the contact details are here in this Newsletter, as they 
always are.                                                           
                                                                                    Allen Burton 
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2018 Subscriptions: 

The Committee have agreed to increase our subscriptions.   Members have enjoyed the same 
rates for many years.  Therefore, with effect from May 2018 the new rates will be as follows:- 
 
Adult Membership    £7.00 

2 Adults at same address  £12.00 

Concessions    £5.00 

Life Membership (per person)  £50.00 

Corporate Membership  £30.00 

 
Reminder:   Unless you are a LIFE member OR have joined since September 2017 then your 
subs are due for renewal. 
 
You will be able to renew membership if you attend our AGM at the URC Hall, West Kirby on 
Tuesday 8th May.  Otherwise please send cheques payable to ‘The Friends of Hilbre’ to   
The Membership Secretary, 8, Oaklea Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 3US. 
 
Please let me know if you wish to pay by Standing Order or you can pay the relevant amount 
directly into our Bank Account - being sure to state your name. 
 
Details:-  Nat West  Acc. No.  36908509         Sort Code: 05-70-06 
 
Thank you.                                               Barbara - Membership Secretary   Tel: 0161 648 7115 
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Seal Disturbances Update: 

The Dee Estuary and Hilbre Islands are Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (known as Triple SSSI’s) due to the 
nature of the habitat and the fauna and flora who flourish 
there. As you know, we remain very concerned about the seal 
disturbances due to sailing boats mooring on the Hoyle Bank 
and people encroaching on the area that the seals would 
normally haul out on e.g by playing football on the Bank. 
These activities mean that the seal’s rest time is 
significantly shortened and we are worried that this could be 
detrimental to their health.  

We have sent letters to 6 local sailing clubs regarding our 
concerns. We were informed that there is a big National event involving  all the local sailing clubs 
on the 23rd June, therefore Seal Watch will have to be changed until the weekend of the 10th 
June, however, we will keep the Open Day on the 23rd June. On the 24th of June, there is also 
an event where around 100 Kyakers are expected to be around Hilbre. 

We have contacted English Nature about the disturbances and will keep you informed, when they 
respond. Committee Member Dave Gregson has contacted the Dee Estuary Conservation Group 
for their views and will represent the FOH at their meetings. We have also asked the Bird 
Observatory Group whether they have any information on the occurrences of seal disturbances. 

FOH Members, could you please keep your eyes open and report any instances of seal 
disturbances to thefriendsofhilbre@hotmail.co.uk or to Allen Burton on 0151 648 7115. 

It would be helpful if you could provide details of the disturbances e.g. how many seals left on 
the bank; what, or who caused the disturbance; and pictures, if available. We will keep you 
updated on any progress, or further information that we receive.                      Thanks. 

Ranger’s Report: 

The island, its staff and volunteers have survived the winter almost completely intact 
and we look forward to warmer times in the coming months. 

Work on the Buoymaster’s Workshop is nearing completion and I hope to have it in a 
condition suitable for opening by the high summer. 

Work has begun on the “virtual tour” of the island. This will complement the excellent 
leaflet that we have. It should be ready by July. The process of accumulating the 360˚ 
images that will be stitched together has begun and more will be collected over the 
coming weeks. 

I hope to be given permission to organise volunteers to paint the Telegraph Station over the next few 
tasks. I am making sure that we have all the correct materials for working on the masonry of the listed 
building. More to come on this soon I  hope. However, painting of the woodwork can commence immediately. 

As part of the Wirral Walking Festival I will be leading a sunset walk to the island on Thursday 31st May at 
6.30pm. volunteers from FoH are more than welcome to assist! 

If I don’t see you there, I’ll see you on the island soon.                                                         
                                                                                                                                                   MattThomas 

Winch: 

The machine seen opposite, on the previous page, was labelled by Vicky Seager (now Morgan) in 
the late 1990’s as being possibly the most important item in the Buoy Master’s Workshop.   It is 
a kind of winch.  You turn the handle and the barrel shaped part goes round.  It would appear to 
be for winding up rope.  
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Sculpted by Nature 
 
Erosion is a constant process in nature and nowhere is it more obvious than on Hilbre. And, of 
course,  it isn’t only the fabric of the island itself which is affected. Fences are frequently 
damaged; roof tiles may be shifted or lifted; the stones of buildings also suffer wear and tear. 
 
These three photographs show the side wall of the building which used to  serve as a goat shed.  
It isn’t hidden away, it can be  seen by by the public: it is attached to the Day Centre.  The 
effect in this case is really quite attractive. 
                                                                                                                                  Allen Burton 

 

 

 

Images of the Dee Estuary and the Dee: 

 

Looking across from Ness to Wales Hilbre from Red Rocks 

Burton Point, once the Dee shoreline  The Bore coming up the Dee 

Hilbre Art Competition Deadline Extended to 30th April: 

We have decided to extend the deadline for the art competition until the 30th April. This is 
open to all FoH members, children or adults. We would love to see your paintings, or sketches 
relating to Hilbre or its environs. 1st prize £10:00, 2nd Prize £5.00. The winning pictures will be 
published in the newsletter and displayed at the AGM.  Please scan and send your submissions 
to nickynor16@sky.com, using the e-mail title ‘FOH Artist’. 


