
 

2018 Task List: 

Please see the attachment for the 2018 FoH Tasks. We are publishing 
the task lists earlier than usual in order to enable Members to have 
timely notification of the dates, particularly of the Mid-Week Tasks, 
which start in January 2018. 

The tasks fall into 3 main categories (1) Seal Watch and Open Days, 
(2) Midweek Tasks, (3) Weekend Tasks. Unfortunately we no longer 
have access to the Mobile Information Unit, so we are no longer able 
to offer this resource to the general public. 

For new Members who may not know what each of the activities 
involves, I will give a brief overview. 

1.   Seal Watch and Open days: These take place on the same day 
and have proved to be very popular with the general public. We 
provide a range of information  to the public, to enhance their 
experience of visiting the islands. They are also good 
opportunities to raise funds for FoH activities and to raise 
public awareness of the work of the FoH. 

 The Seal Watch group offer visitors the opportunity to view 
the Atlantic Grey Seals through our telescopes and to 
provide information about the seals.  

 FoH Volunteers staff the Telegraph Station Interpretative 
Centre, where visitors can view our display cabinets and 
Volunteers are on hand to answer their questions about the 
islands.  

 In addition, if we have sufficient Volunteers available, we 
sell drinks and biscuits, and can also offer short tours of 
Hilbre Island. 

2. Midweek Tasks: These are very well attended and tasks can be 
related to the upkeep and maintenance of the buildings and 
their surrounds, or to the conservation and preservation of the 
Island habitats. Tasks may include painting, tidying, weeding, 
maintenance of fences / gates, walling, bracken pulling, litter 
pick etc. They take place over a low tide and so you can attend 
for as little, or long as you like, a lift out is often available. 

3. Weekend Tasks: Tasks are the same as the Midweek Tasks, but 
unfortunately are not as well attended. For 2018 we would love 
to see more volunteers on these tasks. They take place mainly 
over low tides, but also over a couple of high tides.   
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Summer Activities 2017 

Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th of October saw the last Weekend Task Day 
and Seal Watch/Open Day of this year.   Of course, Mid-week Tasks 
continue monthly throughout the year as normal, usually with a faithful 
group of volunteers.   Weekend tasks have not enjoyed the support which 
one would hope for; but there's always next year. 

Seal Watch and Open Day events are well supported by both volunteer 
members and the general public. Unfortunately, on some of these days the seals were disturbed 
by yachting enthusiasts who hold annual social events which involve landing on the sand bank at 
the very spot where the seals haul out to rest at low tide.  This causes the seals to scatter and 
take to the water.  All that The Seal Watch group can do is to move to the north end of the 
Island and hope that some of the seals pop up within viewing distance.    Visitors are justifiably 
disappointed and annoyed when this happens.   I wonder how the seals feel about it. 

After Storm Doris – sounds like a beloved aunt – had wreaked its vengeance on Hilbre, the 2 
storey building and the Old Telegraph Station both had quite severe damage to their roofs.   The 
Council was quick to respond and at the time of writing both are repaired.   

The roof of the 2 storey building needed much of the timber replacing before it could be felted, 
battened and slated.  Now it is as good as new.    

The Telegraph Station,  although it is much smaller and only one storey, did present its own 
complications.   The rounded end creates particular difficulties as roof slates do not bend.  Apart 
from that, the guttering was of a particular and possibly unique construction which was not easy 
to replicate.  The work is just being finalised now.   

It was a good season for fund raising.  We received 2 grants of £150 - one from the Selwyn 
Lloyd Trust and another from the Wirral Footpaths and Open Spaces Preservation Society. This 
money will be used to buy some new tools and equipment when we can find the time for the 
shopping trip. 

Matt the Ranger has donated money raised by giving a talk about Hilbre.   He also organised and 
led 3 Sunset Walks from West Kirby to Hilbre with help from some Committee members.  
Together the “Talks and Walks” raised £451  altogether.  

On the Seal Watching days visitors to the Island are usually generous.   From these and other 
donations a further £906.17 was added to our funds. 

The takings for the sale of refreshments on Open Days amounted to £1,281.55.  After deducting 
the cost of buying the goods, £345.80, the profit going to our funds was £ 935.75.   All in all it 
has been a successful year for fund raising.   

Thanks are due to all who contributed in any way.                                                      
                                                                                                                                    Allen Burton  
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Cont from page 1. 

There is also an opportunity for an overnight stay on the Island, for Volunteers working on both 
days - please see the Task List attachment for full details. 

All tasks are undertaken with the approval of the Wirral Ranger Service and we would like to give  
particular thanks to Matt Thomas, for his on-going support (see the Ranger’s report). 

No prior experience is required for any of the tasks and on-the-job training is provided. So, 
make it your New Year’s resolution to come along and meet like-minded people who care about the 
future of the Hilbre Islands. Get some fresh island air, learn a new skill, or bring your expertise,  
to help us to make a real contribution to preserving these beautiful Islands. 
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Unusual Hilbre Wasp and Moth: 

On September 30th a small team of volunteers and Matt the 
Ranger were tidying the Goat Shed, moving some ancient stones 
to a safer place, away from our tool storage.  During the tidy-
up Matt noticed this unusual wasp on the wall of the Boat Shed.  
It does not have a common name only the Latin, Pimpla Rufipes.  
Its normal habitat is hedgerows or vegetated areas, which I 
suppose covers Hilbre.  Although it is “widespread and common 
in England and Wales”  I have never seen one before.    It is 
about 15mm. long not counting the antennae. 
www.jungledragon.com/specie/3918/black_slip_wasp 

 

I spotted this moth on Hilbre Island on September 30th this year 
hiding under a pallet in the Goat Shed. Fortunately Ranger Matt 
was on hand to identify it. It is a Herald Moth (Scoliopteryx 
Libatrix).  A quick look on-line provides more information.  It 
hibernates in winter in dark, cool structures, its wingspan is 
about 44mm. and, as can be seen in the photograph, at rest it 
resembles a leaf.   

www.ukmoths.org.uk/species/scoliopteryx-libatrix   

Allen Burton 

Rangers Report November 2017 

Roof repairs have been slow but are nearing completion. The work seems to 
be of good quality, the gutters have been replaced "like-for-like" complete 
with curves. 
 
The flagpole paddock was cut and raked, if the weather remains mild I may 
cut it again to get it really short. With the cuttings removed we may see an 
increase in the wildflowers (particularly vetch) next summer. 
 
The bid to Dong has been re-submitted with hopefully a better outcome. 

I would like to press ahead with plans for a "virtual tour" of Hilbre to compliment rather than 
replace the excellent Hilbre leaflet (I'd also like to look at funding for another print run of 
this). 
 
In the new year I want to run a couple of project days as pre-cursors to the weekend tasks that 
will start again in the spring. These days will have a definite focus on a particular job rather than 
the reactive tasks and general maintenance that we do on the mid-week tasks. 

Matt Thomas 
Ranger – West Kirby, Hoylake and Meols  

 

Do you have any memories, pictures, or stories about Hilbre Island? We would love  
to hear from you.   

Please send your contributions for the newsletter to: 

The Editor FoH Newsletter,  
26 Woodside Road , Irby. CH61 4UL.  

Or e-mail to nickynor16@sky.com  
(Please name file ‘ FoH Article’) 



Tasks 2017: 
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The Goat Shed 
Celebrating a successful task 

Lunchtime Weeding 

Serving tea and coffee Seal Watch 


