Number 58: APRIL 2017

Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve.
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Friends of Hilbre

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday, 9th May 2017
at 7:30 pm
in the
URC Hall, West Kirby,
Meols Drive, West Kirby
Guest Speaker: Dr Stephen Pickles
‘Bidston Lighthouse & Telegraph Station Connections with Hilbre’
Please support us by attending the AGM, if you are able. It is an
opportunity to see and hear what we have achieved over the past year
and to meet like-minded people. You also have the opportunity to raise
your ideas and suggestions for the coming year and we will answer any
questions as best we can.
We will be voting to elect our FoH committee members for 2017/18.
If you would like to nominate any FoH members to join the committee,
or if you would like to add any items to the AGM agenda, please
contact Allen Burton (0151 648 7115) by 30th April 2017.

Contacts:
Membership Secretary:
0151 648 7115
Volunteers for Hilbre
Tasks :
0151 648 7115
Volunteers for Seal
Watch: 0151 632 2599
Newsletter Editor
nickynor16@sky.com
Tides: Wirral Country
Park: 0151 648 4371

A raffle will be held to raise funds and light refreshments will be
provided. Non-members are welcome and will be charged £3.00.

Membership Renewals Reminder:
Unless you are a Life Member, Membership Renewal is due in May 2017


Annual Membership: £6.00



Family Membership: £10.00

 Concessions: £4.00

If you wish to renew your membership subscription, you can do this at
the AGM, or you could send a cheque made payable to'Friends of
Hilbre' with your name and address on the back to :B. Burton, 8, Oaklea Road, Irby, Wirral. CH61 3US
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Repairs to Telegraph Station:
Storm Damage:
On the 26th February, our previous Ranger Dave Cavanagh visited Hilbre and found that there
was severe storm damage to the Telegraph station. The tiles from the roof had been blown down
and were scattered on the ground. He alerted the Ranger Service and repairs were speedily put
in place, before further damage could occur. See ‘before’ and ‘after’ pictures.

Before

Loose Guttering (see picture below right)
On the day before FoH first Seal Watch/Open Day on
Saturday, March 25, Matt the Ranger spotted this section of
guttering hanging precariously over the entrance to the
Telegraph Station It really had to be moved to avoid any
danger to visitors. Matt removed it by hand with a couple of
gentle nudges.
Good as New
Luckily, as you can see by the ‘after’ picture, the Telegraph
Station roof is now as good as new. This demonstrates the
importance of monitoring and maintaining the historic buildings
on Hilbre - if water has got inside the Telegraph Station, it
could have caused a lot damage to the fabric and contents of
the building.

Newsletter by e-mail:
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, and don’t already do so,
please send your e-mail address to:
‘thefriendsofhilbre@hotmail.com’.
Receiving your newsletter by
e-mail helps us to save
postage costs and you will
receive a much better quality
of newsletter, in colour,
rather than a photocopied
black and white version.

After

Loose guttering

Do you have any pictures, memories, or
stories about Hilbre Island that you woul
d like to share with us? We would love
to hear from you.
Please send your
contributions for the newsletter to:
The Editor FoH Newsletter,
26 Woodside Road , Irby. CH61 4UL.
Or
e-mail to nickynor16@sky.com
(Please name file ‘ FoH Article’)
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Ranger’s Report – Dong Energy Bid - April 2017
(Editor’s note: FOH members will know from our last newsletter that
we reported Matt’s suggestion of improving the information and
signage available for Hilbre visitors).
A bid has been submitted to the Burbo Bank Extension Community
Fund for monies to purchase and install a suite of new high quality
interpretive signs on the island. Currently there is little information
available for visitors outside of the opening times of the Telegraph
Station and we would like to change this.
The new signage will include a map with integral noticeboard as you
arrive on the island, information for people sheltering in the newly
refurbished Slate Shed, updates and improvements to the
noticeboards in the Telegraph Station.
An information board will be placed at the old lifeboat station, also by the paddock. Information
panels will go in the Buoymaster’s Stores to refer to on newly planned Open Days and new
pictures of the island will go up in the Day Room.
The idea is to have a coherent set of information on signs that match to create a better
experience for visitors learning about the islands. The information will reflect the maritime
history, archaeology and natural history of the islands.
I am happy to lead on the design and content of the signs and with the installation but I will be
relying on the expertise and knowledge of the Friends so we can produce concise, eye-catching
and interesting signs
We should find out if we are successful by July. The application is for £5000 and the total
project cost is a shade under £7000 so some additional fundraising will be required. The signs
are printed on special materials to withstand the sun and provide longevity in a sand and salt
environment. They will be in oak frames that we can maintain as required on our Task Days.
Matt Thomas. Ranger – West Kirby, Hoylake & Meols

Tea on Hilbre:
We provided refreshments on a number of our Open Days last year. These
were very successful and made a welcome contribution to our funds from
sales and donations. We plan to repeat it on further Open Days throughout
this year - if we have enough volunteers! If you would like to help us to serve
refreshments, please phone the events organiser on 0151 648 7115.
On the Open days there is a range of volunteer activities, which include:
Seal Watch, staffing the Interpretive Centre in the Telegraph station,
showing visitors around Hilbre, and serving refreshments. Or you may just
like to come out to enjoy the day and have a chat with other FOH members / volunteers.
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Seal Watch:
The first Seal Watch/Open Day of the year was on
Saturday, 25 March, a warm summer-like day. The
Seal Watchers were kept busy focusing and
re-focusing. The count of seals at the end of the
day was only about one third of the number of
members of the public who viewed them through
the FoH telescope. But all enjoyed the experience
and the members of the public donated generously
to our funds.

Grant Application for Tools:
We use a wide range of tools during our volunteer tasks, these range from
garden tools, to builders and decorators tools. We make every effort to
clean and maintain the tools each time we use them; however there is a lot
of ‘wear and tear’ on our tools and because we store them on Hilbre, they
are exposed to salty sea air—this inevitably shortens their lifespan.
On carrying out this year’s inventory of tools, we found that we need to replace / buy a number
of items. We intend to make Grant Application for the following list of tools:


Stainless steel garden spades



6” pointing trowels



Tenon saw



12” brick trowels



Cross-cut saw



12” Hand shovels



Bow-saw blades



Adjustable spanners



Telescopic lopper



Wheelbarrow



Yard Brushes



WD 40



Soft brushes



Storage box



Builder’s buckets

The Grey Seal:

Interesting facts and how to find out more about them.

For further information and pictures, please look at the web sites from which the following facts
were found.
Did you know that ‘the scientific name of the grey seal is derived from the Greek for ‘hook-nosed
sea pig’?’ For more see the ARKive website.http://www.arkive.org/grey-seal-(eastern-atlanticpopulation)/halichoerus-grypus/
Did you know that the ‘half of the world’s population of grey seals are found around British
coasts’? For more see the BBC web site (which also includes soundtracks of different seal calls.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Gray_Seal\\
Did you know that ‘grey seals eat a wide variety of fish, squid,
octopus and crustaceans such as shrimp. Sometimes they eat a
seabird or two’? For more—see the Animal Corner web site.
https://animalcorner.co.uk/animals/grey-seal/
For other free seal pictures, visit: http://www.freeimages.com/
search/grey-seal.
As the FOH Newsletter Editor, I cannot verify the accuracy of
the above information! However, you could always come to one
of our Seal Watch events, as a visitor, or a volunteer, and hear more about the seals and look at
them, through the telescope, in their natural habitat, .

