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Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help
preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve.
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Tasks 2016
Looking back over the last year, we have been very active in providing a
range of activities and events that have provided information to the
general public, and helped to increase their understanding and
enjoyment of the island habitat.
The Seal Watching group has been very successful and many visitors
have been able to see the seals in close-up via our telescope. The Open
Days and walks around Hilbre have been enjoyed by many visitors and
the provision of light refreshments on some of these Open Days has
helped to raise money for FoH projects.
Mid-week tasks have continued to be very well attended and
volunteers have carried out a wide range of activities to maintain the
buildings and the islands. Weekend tasks have been less well attended
but we have still been able to achieve a lot of valuable work and we
hope to encourage more volunteers to join us next year.
Unfortunately, we have not been able to have the Mobile Information
Unit (MIU) in 2016 and it seems very unlikely that it can be repaired,
or be used in the future.

Contacts:
Membership Secretary:
0151 648 7115
Volunteers for Hilbre
Tasks :
0151 648 7115
Volunteers for Seal
Watch: 0151 632 2599
Newsletter Editor
nickynor16@sky.com
Tides: Wirral Country
Park: 0151 648 4371

Sunny day on the last weekend task of the year

Matt, our Ranger has
continued to give us a lot of
support over the last year,
and we work under his
guidance to ensure that we
contribute to the welfare of
the islands. His sunset walks
to Hilbre have also raised
money for FoH.

We are starting to plan our programme of tasks and activities for
2017. We will arrange many of the tasks over a low tide, which means
that it will be possible for you to come out for just a part
of the day, rather than committing yourself to a much
longer period of time over a high tide. We will publicise the
2017 list of events in the next newsletter.
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Seal Watch
A big ‘thank you’ to the 19 volunteers (of 30) who have come out this
season, including 13 newly trained watchers - welcome. Our group list is
reset at the end of each season and I'll contact everyone early next
year to see who would like to be included again - we'd love to have you
along.
This year we ran a flexible rota which generally worked well, allowing
enough volunteers to comfortably commit their time. Apologies that I
was out of action for a while and that one session was nearly cancelled
due to the expectation of poor weather and no leaders. Fortunately on
that occasion executive member Andy Williams ran the watch and Open
Day single-handed ... that's the spirit ! After that I'm delighted to
say that there was always someone willing and more than able to lead
the group.

I'm pleased to report that visitor numbers were well up on last
season. We had a total of 1249 individual visitors to the telescope who
generously donated a total of £336.15.
Thanks to the committee we now have our own set of sturdy high
magnification binoculars which we mainly set at child height as they
are more stable and easier to clean than the telescope. We
regularly place a volunteer with binoculars at the old lifeboat
station so the public can spot the more curious seals swimming and
feeding off the northern end of the island.
Again, there was big drop in seal
numbers on the bank in August due to pleasure craft mooring up and
displacing them over the entire low water period. We are aware of
how frustrating this is for Friends and public alike, but there is no
evidence that this behaviour has adversely affected the seal
population to date. We are somewhat concerned about precedent,
but please be assured that these incidents are recorded where we
see them and that a diplomatic solution is being saught through the
proper channels by our Chairman.
Thank you all again, I very much look forward to seeing you next season.

In Memoriam
We are sad to announce the recent death of Mr. Harry Ross.
Harry had been a member of FoH for some years. Some of you
will remember that he wrote a series of articles for our
Newsletter in 2015.
In them he combined two of his many
fond memories: times he had spent
as a child in the Dee Estuary and on
Hilbre, and an interest in, possibly a
love of, the WW2 amphibious vehicle
known widely as a DUKW, usually
pronounced 'duck'. He combined
these two experiences in his
amusing 'Memories'.

Sol

Do you have any
memories, or stories
about Hilbre Island?
We would love
to hear from you.
Please send your
contributions for the
newsletter to:

Pinned from:
telstarlogistics.typepad.com

Although in recent years he was
unable to get out to the Island, he maintained his interest to the
end and was usually among the members attending AGMs.

The Editor,
26 Woodside Road ,
Irby. CH61 4UL.

Or e-mail to nickynor16@sky.com
(Please name file
‘ FoH Article’)
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Ranger’s Report – October 2016
Another busy summer is drawing to a close and I look forward to the chilly
season and all the fantastic wildlife that it brings to the Island.
One of the many highlights of the summer was the series of Sunset Walks that
we put on. My thanks to the Friends who attended and helped make the walks
enjoyable and educational for our guests. They were well attended and we were
even lucky with glorious sunsets on each walk.
As part of the (successful) Wirral Wader Festival I
ran an additional sunset walk with a wading bird
theme. The funds raised from the events are helping with the
restoration of the historic and irreplaceable “seal gate” that had
become detached from its hinges and was located on the shore some
way from the steps it guarded.

The teas and coffees on sale at the Open Days has been a brilliant
addition to the already excellent events. I hope that they continue
next year and I will do my best to support them with transport for
water and gastronomic supplies prior to the events.
The mid-week tasks continue to be well attended and have completed
much good work around the island. The work in the Buoymaster’s
Workshop will hopefully lead to some interesting events next year.
The Slate Shed that has been in a very poor state of repair is finally
getting some attention. It is something that I have wanted to get
fixed up since I became involved with the island a few years ago. Now
this work has been completed we can think about designing, funding
and installing some interpretive signs. These will be for sheltering visitors to peruse while they
wait out any inclement climatic events that have caused them to seek refuge in our newly roofed
wet weather accommodation.
The mid-week tasks will continue throughout the winter, there is still much to do and I look
forward to helping you achieve it.

Matt Thomas. Ranger – West Kirby, Hoylake & Meols

Hilbre Dig
The dig has now been completed, look on http://www.deeestuary.co.uk/hilbre/archblog.htm to
see the full blog and pictures. There was a discovery of a fan-shaped cobbled area in the Bird
Observatory garden, which may prove to be the threshold to a building.
The dig also produced a number of finds varying considerably in age e.g. heat shattered stones
(most often associated with prehistoric deposits), 18th century pottery, and also a deep layer of
windblown sand with modern light deposits eg paper, polystyrene and plastic (we would be very
interested in hearing from anyone who knows of a particularly powerful storm on Hilbre between
20 and 50 years ago, which may have produced this layer).
There are plans for a further dig and funding has been applied for. There will be an opportunity
for volunteers to take part in this, so if you are interested, watch out for any updates.

Get your Newsletter via email?
Would you like to receive your newsletters by e-mail? The quality of the newsletter and
the photographs in particular will be of a much better quality when compared to a photocopied version. It also saves the FoH money to e-mail you, instead of sending the newsletter by
post (and saves a few trees!). If you are interested please email aburtonirby08@gmail.com
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The Slate Shed
FoH has always managed to raise funds. Never in
any spectacular amounts but slowly and surely. We
do this by getting donations from the visitors on the
Island. The Seal Watch is always appreciated and
people give generously. When the Old Telegraph
Station is open this also attracts contributions.
This year we have organised refreshments on 6
Before
occasions making a profit of more than £700.
Ranger Matt offers guided Sunset Walks in the summer months and makes a very reasonable
charge, donating the proceeds to further swell our coffers.
During the AGM in 2014, at the point where the accounts for the previous year were open to
scrutiny by all members present someone posed the question “Why do we need £5,000 in the
bank? We should do something useful with it”. A good point, accepted by everyone. At the
time the Committee had just committed to pay for replacement doors for the Bouymaster's
Workshop; at a cost of £2,500. In the event the Council paid for this renovation. So there was
a missed opportunity.
At the AGM last year the balance in the bank was roughly the same and the same member was in
attendance. So I had to explain why we were still hoarding instead of using the money to fund a
worthwhile project. This year, however, we have done just that.
The Slate Shed is just what it sounds like: a shed, with a sloping roof. The front doors have
been missing for a long time. One wall was clad with beautiful old slate tiles; possibly in the past
the other walls were too. The roof, however was only felt. It was quite picturesque but in a
dangerously dilapidated state; the roof beams were rotten and the entire structure would
probably have collapsed had it not been held up by 6 Acro-bars.
Repair work was overdue. Several attempts were made to engage local contractors to do the work
but none would take the job on. That is until October. A local contractor did finally agree to do
the work. As I write the job is just about finished.
Efforts have been made to preserve a sound structure without greatly changing the mature look.
I think the result achieves achieve the desired effect. The Slate Shed now has two slated walls,
new roof, ceiling, window
and a brand new overcoat
of roofing felt.
In no
time at all it will just look
like an old shed. Perfect.
Allen Burton
After

Erratum

Dinghy Washed up on Middle Eye

In the last edition of our
Newsletter in the Chairman's
Notes, it was reported that we
had received a grant towards
the Community Dig from DONG,
the Danish company which is
building some of the offshore
wind turbines. In fact the
grant was given by 'Your
Wirral'. We apologise any
misunderstandings.

When we
walked out on
our last weekend task to
Hilbre, we
found a dinghy
that had
washed up on
Middle Eye. It
was damaged and not seaworthy, but it made a pretty sight
against the backdrop of the islands.

