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Tides: Wirral Country 

Park: 0151 648 4371 

 

Hilbre is one of three tidal islands in the Dee Estuary. The Friends of Hilbre aim to help 

preserve all aspects of this Local Nature Reserve. 

Number 50: April 2015 

  Friends of Hilbre  

Annual General Meeting 

 
Thursday 14th of May 2015 

at 7:30 pm  

in the  

URC Hall, West Kirby  

 

Speaker: Gavin Hunter 

“Underground Wirral” 

This AGM will mark the 14th year of the Friends of Hilbre.  We 

would urge you to support us by attending, if you are able.  It is 

an opportunity to see and hear what we have achieved over the 

past year and to meet like-minded people. We welcome your ideas 

and suggestions and will answer any questions as best we can.  

We will be voting to elect our FoH committee members for 

2015/16. If you would like to nominate any FoH members to join 

the committee, or if you would like to add any  items to the AGM 

agenda, please contact Allen Burton (0151 648 7115) by 1st 

May 2015.                                                                                 

You can renew your membership at the AGM. A raffle will be held 

to raise funds and light refreshments will be provided. 

We look forward to seeing you there -  the URC Hall in West 

Kirby, is on the corner of Meols Drive and Bridge Road.    



 

Chairman's Notes 

As I write on Sunday, April 12th the weather is awful.   High winds, rain, a 

complete cover of grey clouds and really rather cold.  In fact. today it is so bad 

that the Mobile Information Unit (MIU) event had to be cancelled.   

The plucky team had decided to go ahead despite the biting wind which 

was scouring the car park at West Kirby Lake.  But by late morning 

when the rain was coming down, discretion won the day.  I think this is 

only the second time that such a thing has happened in the 14 year history of the 

Friends of Hilbre. 

Some of you may not be aware that once a month from March to April, a group of volunteers 

from the Friends staff the MIU.  The “Unit” is a kind of trailer which is loaned to us by the 

Ranger Service.  It is a direct way for us to make ourselves known to the public. Two Committee 

Members,  Val and Barbara organise a team of helpers to offer information about Hilbre, the 

Dee Estuary and FoH.   They give information and sell merchandise, such as greetings cards and 

fridge magnets, which helps fund our other activities. It is normally a pleasant event and people 

are always interested to ask about Hilbre or even offer information.  Usually, these events take 

place on the car park at the north end of the Marine Lake.  At other times the MIU can be seen 

at the Hoylake Lifeboat Day or other local events. 

If you feel you would like to take part I'm sure Val would like to hear from you – contact 

numbers are on the front page of this Newsletter. 

This year's AGM will be on Thursday, May 14th at 7:15 p.m. in the United Reform Church Hall in 

West Kirby.  There will be a change from the usual format which 

has been a meeting followed by a talk on a topic of local 

interest.  We are just going to change the order of events.  The 

speaker will be the same person as last year, Gavin Hunter, but 

he will deliver his presentation at the start of the evening.  

After that there will be a break for refreshments followed by 

the meeting.  It would be great to see a record attendance.   Gavin's illustrated talks are well 

known locally for the superb visuals and the wealth of information which they convey.  This year 

he will tell us about “Underground Wirral” - you'll be amazed and entertained if you're able to 

attend. 

In 2014 I decided that I should make this my last year as Chairman and invited members to 

offer their services.  There has not been a rush of volunteers, so, I am going to stand again for 

election at the AGM.  Most of the other Committee Members will also stand for re-election. 

                                                                                                                                                                       Allen Burton   
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Mr Ross's Memories: 

The Phantom Anchor of West Hoyle part 1: 

 

My beloved Dad died while I was on demob leave, leaving a hole in my life which has never really 

been filled.  He went without pain or suffering, Thank God.  In the few days we had together, he 

did on one occasion make a remark, which in the long term, is really responsible for my writing 

these odds and ends of memory.  

“Look, Son” he said, “I'd like you to consider joining the Territorial Army.   I don't trust this 

Attlee lot; too much dogma, not enough “think”.  They are disposing of our weapons far too 

readily.  We'll be bees without stings when it comes to defending the hive”. I joined the 102 

Transport Column (Amphib), RASC, T.A. just a few days later, renewing an acquaintance with 

amphibious vehicles, that had commenced in the Suez Canal Zone.  

After the DUKWS arrived in the mid-50's, Hilbre became a little less pivotal and more 

peripheral.   Nevertheless, it was always in my mind when training in the Dee Estuary.  On many 

wet, stormy evenings we would launch at Point of Ayr with the light on Hilbre a welcome and 

reassuring sight.  The DUKWS had no navigational equipment, and if we couldn't clearly see the 

light on Hilbre, it was the long way home by road. 

On the occasion I have in mind, we had got on the West Hoyle Bank at about mid-day, a nice 

sunny day, with the tide at about half ebb.   The plan was to examine the result of various tyre 

pressures, on varied going.   From the driving position it was possible to vary the pressures from 

5lbs to 45lbs – the softer the going, the lower the tyre pressures.    

We had about eight DUKWS which gradually got spread out.  Suddenly, I saw that one vehicle 

was coming full speed toward my Command DUKW flashing its lights and evidently with something 

important to say.   Pulling alongside me, the Crew Commander shouted across “Ey, Sir, there's a 

bloody big anchor sticking up outa the sand!” “An anchor, up here?”  “Yes Sir, honest, it's sticking 

up about two feet!”   “Lead on” I told him, and off we went.   As he stopped I jumped out and 

following his pointing finger, I discovered that he was totally correct.   The fluke of a large, and 

I suspect, rather old anchor of the “Fisherman” type was sticking up about eighteen inches.   

I had a quick look round, just to see where we were in relation to the Swash, and guessed that we 

were about (a) 300 yards from the water, and (b) that we were about level with the south-

easterly tip of the Main Island.   What the hell, I thought, is an anchor this size doing up here?  

I know the configuration of Dee sandbanks can alter over night, but still ….?    Next to arrive on 

the scene was my excellent Company Seargeant Major.  “Let's have a go at getting it out” he 

suggested.   We had only a few shovels, and although we all energetically had a go, we weren't 

getting anywhere.  Oh well, we'll try the winch.  So we tried, no good; we got another winch 

connected up, again not an inch of movement. 

“Have to come back with the 'A-Frame', suggested SCM Platt (the A-Frame 

converted the DUKW into a powerful crane). So, we took some bearings – 

the Point of Ayr light, the Hilbre Beachmark.  The Beacon and the British 

Enka chimneys at Flint and finally agreed the position to our satisfaction. 

To be continued/....... 



Membership Renewal is Due in May. 

Annual membership -  £6.00 

Concessions -     £4.00 

If you wish to renew your membership subscription, please 

send a cheque made payable to 'The Friends of Hilbre' with 

your name and address on the back to:- 

Membership Secretary,  

Friends of Hilbre,  

8, Oaklea Road, Irby,  

Wirral.  CH61 3US 

Alternatively, you may renew your membership at the AGM. 

If you do not wish to renew this year, then we thank you for 

your past support. 
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Would you like to receive your  

FOH Newsletter by e-mail? 

If you don’t already receive your newsletter 

via e-mail, this is your opportunity to do so; it 

also has the added benefit of helping us to  

reduce our costs. 

So, if you would be happy to receive your 

newsletters electronically, could you please 

send your e-mail address to the following site: 

newsletter.foh@gmail.com 

m 
n.b. this is a ‘no-reply’ address & cannot be 

used for correspondence. 

Do you have any memories, or stories about 

Hilbre Island? We would love  

to hear from you.   

Please send your  

contributions for the newsletter to: 

The Editor FoH Newsletter,  

26         newsletter.foh@gmail.com, Irby. 

CH61 4UL.  

Or        (Please name file ‘ FoH Article’) 

A new film about Hilbre and its wildlife has 

been posted on Twitter by Hilbre Bird 

Observatory.  The link is:  

http://vimeo.com/lightandtime/hilbre 

http://vimeo.com/lightandtime/hilbre

